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Introduction
At Barrowford Primary School, we strive to support all learners to enable them to achieve their full potential. To achieve this, we implement various strategies throughout their educational journey.
Quality teaching is vital; however, some learners may require additional support to help them meet their targets.
What is the Local Offer?
Lancashire's Local Offer provides a comprehensive overview of the educational, health, and social care provisions available for children and young people with Special Educational Needs (SEN) or disabilities. This includes those without Education, Health, and Care (EHC) Plans. Local authorities are expected to include information about the provision they believe will be available (para 4.1, Code of Practice, Jan 2015).
What will it do?
The Local Offer will provide clear, accessible, and up-to-date information about available provisions and how to access them. It aims to be responsive to local needs by involving disabled children, those with SEN, their parents, and service providers in its development and review (para 4.2, Code of Practice, Jan 2015).
Key Principles of the Local Offer
The Local Offer should be:
· Collaborative
· Accessible
· Comprehensive
· Transparent
Where Can I Get Information on What Provision is Made Through the Local Authority? Where Can I See the Lancashire Local Offer? Where Can I Get Support?
More information on available provisions for children with SEND and their parents/carers in Lancashire can be found on the Lancashire Local Offer website:
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities 
Impartial advice and support for families and young people can be accessed through:
SENDIASS - Lancashire SEND Information, Advice and Support Service
This statutory service operates at ‘arm’s length’ from the Local Authority, providing free, confidential, and impartial advice, guidance, and support to parents of children with special educational needs and to children and young people with SEND.
https://www.lancssendias.org.uk/ 
What Kinds of Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) are Provided For?
· Communication and Interaction: Autistic Spectrum Condition, speech and language difficulties 
· Cognition and Learning: Dyslexia, dyspraxia.
· Social, Emotional, and Mental Health: Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD).
· Sensory and/or Physical Needs: Visual impairments, hearing impairments, processing difficulties, epilepsy.
· Moderate/Severe/Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties.
How Does Barrowford Primary School Identify Learners Needing Extra Help?
We assess each learner’s current skills and levels of attainment upon entry, building on their previous settings and Key Stages as appropriate. Class teachers regularly assess progress for all learners and identify those whose progress:
· Is significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same baseline.
· Fails to match or exceed the learner’s previous rate of progress.
· Fails to close the attainment gap between the learner and their peers.
· Widens the attainment gap.
This assessment may include progress beyond attainment, such as social needs. Slow progress and low attainment alone do not automatically indicate that a learner has SEND.
When deciding whether special educational provision is required, we will start with the desired outcomes, including expected progress and attainment, as well as the views and wishes of the learner and their parents. This information will guide us in determining the necessary support and whether it can be provided by adapting our core offer or if alternative provisions are needed.
What Should I Do If I Think My Child May Have Special Educational Needs?
If you suspect that your child may have special educational needs or have concerns about their provision and/or progress, please discuss this with us. Initially, speak with your child’s class teacher.
Where Can I See the School’s Policies Relating to Special Educational Needs?
All policies, including the Special Educational Needs and Disability Policy, can be viewed on our website: www.barrowford.lancs.sch.uk.
How Does the School’s Policy Detail Provision for Learners with Special Educational Needs, Whether or Not They Have EHC Plans?
a) Barrowford has developed a whole-school approach to evaluating the effectiveness of its provision. Teachers collaborate with all stakeholders to ensure that provision is appropriate and effective. We use learning plans to assess whether interventions are effective and adjust provision based on formal assessments and daily teacher evaluations.
b) We employ a graduated approach, working on an assess, plan, do, review cycle to evaluate the effectiveness of our provision.
c) Our goal is to ensure that all learners reach their full potential. Through a holistic approach, we quickly identify learners with SEND and personalise provision to meet their needs.
At Barrowford School, We Aim To:
· Nurture each learner individually, providing a safe and inclusive environment.
· Inspire a joy of learning through creative teaching that builds on individual success, preparing each learner for life.
· Offer opportunities beyond daily routines to broaden experiences, influence life choices, and help each learner become a valuable member of the school community and the wider world.
· Build upon the strengths and achievements of each learner.
· Develop awareness and understanding of the social, emotional, and physical well-being of each learner.
· Create an environment in which all individuals are valued, respecting one another and growing in self-esteem.
· Ensure equal access to all aspects of school life through academic, social, and practical experiences, allowing all learners to experience success, regardless of SEND, disability, or other factors affecting their attainment.
· Maintain effective communication channels so that all parties, including parents and carers, are informed about the learner’s progress and Special Educational Provision (SEP) made for them.
Support for Learners with Special Educational Needs
A child with special needs will have their work differentiated by the class teacher to facilitate access to the curriculum. The class teacher may direct interveners to work with the learner in a one-on-one or small group setting to target specific needs. Identified learners will have specific targets set according to their needs, monitored by the class teacher and reviewed throughout the year alongside the SENDCO. If appropriate, specialist equipment may be provided to assist learners in accessing the curriculum more easily, such as fidget toys, concentration cushions, slope boards, pencil grips, timers, chew toys, and pop-up barriers.
Pastoral Support for Learners with Emotional Difficulties
Barrowford offers a wide range of pastoral support for learners facing emotional challenges, including:
· A Nurture Room designed for learners with attachment difficulties, accommodating no more than six children at a time.
· A trained counsellor/play therapist who works with children and families facing challenges that impact a child’s capacity to thrive, offering sessions that may include Play Therapy, Sand Therapy, Water Therapy, and Draw and Talk Sessions.
· A school SENDCO, supported by the headteacher and SLT, who assists learners and families in overcoming social, emotional, or behavioural barriers to learning through identification and assessment of needs, as well as signposting to external agencies for support.
· A school-based social worker and linked SAPPSO (Safeguarding, Attendance, Pupil and Parent Support Officer).
· Three trained ELSAs (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant).
· A 16-place SEND Unit specialising in Social, Emotional, and Mental Health needs.
· Designated trained Mental Health First Aiders.
· Alternative provision for learners who find the classroom or lunchtime environment stressful, including support during break times and access to different areas within the school for alternative activities when necessary.
· The Headteacher, SLT, SENDCO, and class teachers are always available for learners who wish to discuss issues and concerns.
How Will the School Staff Support My Child?
Support is planned collaboratively by the class teacher, parents/carers, the learner, and the SENDCO. Additional provisions may include support from within the school, learning interventions, or Nurture support. We can also offer the support of an alternative curriculum, namely; EQUALS curriculum for those children where it is appropriate and necessary.  We may involve specialists at any point to advise on effective SEND support. Parents/carers are always included in decision-making regarding support for their child.
How Will the Curriculum Be Matched to My Child’s Needs?
Teachers set high expectations for each learner and aim to deliver the full curriculum. Appropriate assessments are used to set ambitious targets for each individual. Learning is planned to address potential difficulties and ensure that there are no barriers to every learner achieving their potential.
How is the Decision Made About the Type and Amount of Support My Child Will Receive?
Decisions regarding the type and amount of support are based on ongoing assessments, strategic referral meetings, and pupil progress meetings. These discussions involve the class teacher, SENDCO, and parents, ensuring that all perspectives are considered in determining the best support for each learner.
What Support Will There Be for My Child’s Overall Wellbeing?
At Barrowford Primary School, we prioritise the emotional and social development of all our learners, including those with SEND. The wellbeing of every child is our main focus, and all staff members are responsible for the pastoral care of learners.
Our skilled Nurture Team provides targeted support for learners experiencing Social, Emotional, or Mental Health difficulties that exceed those typically encountered by their peers, within our dedicated Nurture Room.
We incorporate daily body mapping, meditation, progressive muscle relaxation, and explicit teaching of psychoeducation into our curriculum. All learners are encouraged to share any worries with an adult they feel comfortable with. The staff follow the Regulation Framework (Mike Armiger) to support and aid discussion. 
Where appropriate, we collaborate with parents to access support from external agencies, including Health Visitors, the Mental Health Support Team, School Nursing, and ELCAS.
We take any allegations of bullying very seriously and act in strict accordance with the school’s anti-bullying policy. Conflicts are addressed using a restorative approach, following the guidelines set out in our Relationship Policy.
How Are the School’s Resources Allocated and Matched to the Children’s SEN Needs?
When Special Educational Needs are identified, we implement appropriate evidence-based interventions. Our approach is graduated, involving regular reviews of progress and necessary adaptations to the support provided. We begin by defining the desired outcomes for each learner, which are tracked and reviewed at least termly.
Resources are allocated based on need, with learners who have the greatest needs receiving the most support. We have a team of interveners who lead whole-school provision, with some interventions taking place in individual classrooms.
Interventions are structured around a tiered support model:
Wave 1: Quality First Teaching, which is the foundation of our approach.
Wave 2: Targeted interventions.
Wave 3: Specialist support.

What Adaptations to the Curriculum and Learning Environment Will You Make?
To ensure all learners’ needs are met, we make the following adaptations:
· Differentiating our curriculum to ensure accessibility, including varied grouping strategies, one-on-one work, teaching styles, and lesson content. Offering an alternative curriculum where necessary and appropriate. 
· Adapting resources and staffing as needed.
· Utilising recommended aids, such as laptops, coloured overlays, visual timetables, and larger fonts.
· Differentiating teaching methods, such as providing longer processing times, pre-teaching key vocabulary, and reading instructions aloud.
What Additional Support is there for Learning?
We employ a significant number of interveners trained to deliver various interventions, including IDL, Project X Code, NELI, and 1stClass@Number, targeted speech and language therapeutics programmes, EAL and Precision Teaching. Interveners support learners on a one-on-one basis when a child requires assistance to self-regulate or has specific health needs that necessitate adult support. They also facilitate small group interventions to further support learning needs.
How Will My Child Be Included in Activities Outside the School Classroom, Including School Trips?
We strive to ensure all learners have access to extracurricular activities and school trips. This may require additional adult support and enhanced risk assessments for learners with SEND to ensure the health and safety of all participants. If it is deemed unsafe for a child to participate in an activity, alternative activities will be provided within the school. Where appropriate, we prepare learners in advance for new environments or situations.
What Support is There for Behaviour, Reducing the Risk of Exclusion, and Increasing Attendance?
Attendance is closely monitored. If a learner’s attendance falls below 95% without a clear medical reason, parents/carers will be invited to discuss strategies for improvement in partnership with the school and the learner. The SENDCO works closely with the administration and safeguarding team to support all attendance matters. Any attendance matters are discussed on a personalised basis and an EBSA (Emotionally, Based School Avoidance) questionnaire is completed where necessary. We also offer Flexi-School as an option. 
How Does the School Manage the Administration of Medicines?
Barrowford has a strict policy regarding the administration of medicines on school premises. If your child requires medication during the school day, please bring it to the main office, where you will need to complete an online form authorising school staff to administer the medication. Our staff receive regular training via the school nurse team, in managing medical conditions relevant to our learners (e.g. Anaphylaxis, Epilepsy and Asthma, and all staff members complete Paediatric First Aid training.
How Are the Governors Involved and What Are Their Responsibilities?
The SENDCO reports to the governors on matters related to SEND at Barrowford Primary School. This report maintains confidentiality and does not refer to individual learners. One governor is specifically responsible for SEND (Mel Kobak) and reports back to the full governing body. The governors agree on priorities for spending within the SEND budget, aiming to ensure that all learners receive the necessary support to make good progress.

What Training Do Staff Supporting Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities Have?
All staff receive regular training tailored to the needs of the school and its learners, both in-house and through external providers. Our support staff undergo high-quality training in areas relevant to their roles, including learning difficulties, autistic spectrum condition, attention deficit hyperactivity difficulties, motor skills, and interventions in reading, phonics, writing, and maths. If staff require expertise in a specific area, we seek assistance from outside agencies.
What Specialist Services and Expertise Are Available at or Accessed by the School?
Collaboration between education, health, and social care services is vital to us. We access a variety of specialist services, including the school nurse, paediatricians, educational psychology, clinical psychology, speech and language therapy, physiotherapy, occupational therapy, and services related to physical and mental health. We also work with Specialist Teacher Advisers for hearing and vision impairment and physical disabilities.
How Accessible Is the School Both Indoors and Outdoors?
Under the Equality Act 2010, schools have duties towards individual disabled children and young people, including making reasonable adjustments and providing auxiliary aids and services to prevent substantial disadvantage. We strive to ensure that children with SEND and disabilities can access our facilities, considering known disabilities when allocating classrooms and planning activities. For more information on how we support accessibility, please refer to Barrowford’s Accessibility Plan on the school’s website.
Much of the school is wheelchair accessible, with accessible toilets. Our displays and classrooms are designed to be dyslexia-friendly. We also have some classrooms designed under therapeutic classroom principles.  We also liaise with the Ethnic Minority and Traveller Achievement Service (EMTAS) to support families with English as an additional language.
What Steps Should I Take If I Have a Concern about the School’s Special Educational Needs Provision?
Concerns regarding SEND provision should first be addressed with the class teacher. If the issue remains unresolved, you may contact the SENDCO and subsequently the Headteacher. You will then be directed to the school’s complaints policy. Parents of learners with disabilities have the right to make disability discrimination claims to the first-tier SEND tribunal if they believe the school has discriminated against their children regarding exclusions, provision of education, and making reasonable adjustments.
How Will We Consult and Involve Pupils and Parents?
We will engage in early discussions with the learner and their parents when identifying the need for special educational provision. These conversations will ensure that:
· Everyone develops a good understanding of the learner’s strengths and difficulties.
· Parents’ concerns are taken into account.
· Agreed outcomes for the child are clear.
· Next steps are understood by all parties.
· Notes from these discussions will be added to the learner’s record and shared with their parents. We will formally notify parents when it is decided that a learner will receive SEND support.
What Are the Arrangements for Consulting with Pupils with Special Educational Needs and Involving Them in Their Education?
We aim to foster open communication with all learners regarding their learning, ensuring they understand their next steps and objectives. Learners with special needs will be aware of their learner profiles and will have the opportunity to provide input during reviews when appropriate.
How Will We Assess and Review Pupil’s Progress Towards Outcomes?
We will follow a structured assessment process to evaluate and review each learner's progress towards their agreed outcomes. This includes regular assessments, strategic referral meetings, and pupil progress meetings to ensure that all stakeholders are informed and involved in the learner's educational journey.
How Will the School Prepare and Support My Child to Join the School, Transfer to a New Setting, or to the Next Stage of Education and Life?
At Barrowford Primary School, we are committed to supporting all learners during transitions, whether they are joining us for the first time, transferring to a new setting, or moving on to the next stage of their education and life.
Transition into School
Before joining Barrowford, we encourage all new learners and their families to visit for a tour of the school. This helps to ease any anxieties and allows families to become familiar with our environment. Our transition process into the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is robust, ensuring that children can successfully adapt to school life.
Transition to Secondary School
We provide comprehensive support for learners transitioning to secondary school. This includes close liaison between our Year 6 team, the SENDCO, and their secondary school colleagues. We arrange additional transition visits as needed to ensure that each learner feels prepared and supported during this significant change.
Who is the School’s SENCO?
The Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENDCO) at Barrowford Primary School is Kate Green. She can be contacted at:
Phone: 01282 615644
Email: k.green@barrowford.lancs.sch.uk
Address: Barrowford Primary School, Rushton Street, Barrowford, BB9 6EA
When Will This Information Report Be Reviewed?
This policy and information report will be reviewed annually by Kate Green. It will also be updated if any changes to the information occur during the year. The report will be approved by the governing board.
The next review of this information report is scheduled for Autumn 2026
If you require further information or assistance in understanding this report, please contact the school, and someone will be happy to help you.
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